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Local Oversight Committee

! February 9, 2000 RECEIVED
Wendy R. Dixon, EI$ Project Manager FEB 14 2000

Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office

i Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
: U.S. Department of Energy

P.Q. Box 30307, Mail Stop G10

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

Subjecr: Comments on the Druft Exvironmerncal Impac? Steement for a Geologic Repostrory for the
Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radicactive Waste ar Yucca Mountain, Nye Coungy,
Nevada (DOE/EIS-0250D)

Dear Ms. Dixon:

The Citizens’ Advisary Panel (CAP) of the Oak Ridze Reservarion (ORR) Local Cversight Cemmirtee,
Ine._, (LOC) voted to submit comments op DOE/ELS-0250D, the Draft Environmnental Impact Statement
(EIS) for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fued (8NF) and High-Level Radioactive
Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye County, Nevada. The LOC Board has not had the opporfunity to review
and approve these cornments, and so they should be considered as submitted by the CAP only.

The LOC is a non-profic regional organization funded by the State of Tenncssco and cstablished to provide
local government and citizen input into the envirenmental management and operation of the DOE ORR.
The Bomd ol Ricetlors of de LOC §s composed of clected and appointed officials fious the iy g Ouk,
Ridge and the seven counties surrounding and downstream of the ORR, and the chair of the CAP. The
CAP has up 10 20 mempers with diverse hackgrounds who represent the greater ORR region.

Appropriate disposal {or recycling) of SNF iz a necessary component of the nuclear industry fuel life cyvcle.
Nuclear power is a key means of reducing U.S. carbon dioxide emissions and lessening the potential for
global warming O previons aecasions, the CAP has reviewed and/or commented on documents
concerning the disposition of surplus weapons-grade materials, including highly enriched uranium and
piutonium. The Records of Decigion for both of these included conversion and fabrication into reactor fuel
with subsequent disposition as SNF.

1 | The CAP endorses the Preferred Altsmative to proceed with the Proposed Action for 70,000 metric tons of
heavy metal (MTHM) as described in Section 2.6 of the draft EIS. The CAP’s support is based in part on
the small short-term (about 100 years) impacts and the lower cost of the Propoesed Action ($28.8 billion)
relative to that of the No-Action Alternative (351.5 1o $56.7 billion). The preferred alternative in the draft
EIS supports the nation’s goal of nonproliferation, a2 well as DOE's Environmental Management program
by the inclusion of about 7,000 MTHM of DOE SNF and high-level radioactive waste,

2 | potential long-term (100 to 10,000 years) impacts seem to be fairly well uaderstood but understandably
witli iuoue wncertalisty than the short-tetn impacts (e.g. Table 5-3, page 5-22). Tmpacts beyond 10,000
years seem 1o need additional modeling, and DOE plans additional studies as discussed on page 5-13. The
! CAP would like to see results included in the final TIS.

| The CAP finds it appropiate that the draft EIS considers the following elements: additional inventory, a
‘ retrieval contingency, receipt prior to the start of emplacement; three packaging scenarios; three thermal
| lead scenanios: and muliple transporiation scenarios (both national and within Nevada).

‘ | Anderson » Meigs * Rhea * Roane * City of OUak Ridge * Knox * Loudon ¢+ Morgan

|
§13¢ S.-|lllinois Avenue, Suite 208 » Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 ¢ Phone (423) 483-1333 » Fax {423) 482-6572 = E-mail: loc@icx.net
i

| /


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
1

Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
2

Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
3


FEB—@9-z8@3 14:54  FROM  LOCAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE  TO 180P9sTEYE9 PLE3

W.R. Dixou EI1S001450
02/09/00

Fagelotl

The mitigation measure to delay repository closure up to 300 years (page 9-16) should be seriously
considered by DOE. This would leave the option for retrievai and waste recycling or destruction using
future technologies as a viable alternative.

S | Bascd on the LOC’s expericnee in Oak Ridge with National Envirormental Policy Act (NEPA) mitigatiou

10 |

plans for local DOE environmental decisions, the CAP strongly recommends that local and tribal
governmentts be consulted dwing mitigation planning and inplenenalion. Althoeugh (his is not required

by NEPA, it would add an important eletnent of public acceptance to the highly charged political
environment surounding chis issue. [ The guestion of long-term funding for stewardship of the site should
also be addressad in the final EIS.

The following are specific comments about the document:

1. ‘Ihe repository layout tor the low thermal load scenario (Figure 2-16 on page 2-26) has not been
adequarely addressed in Section 3. Figures 3-7 and 3-8 (pages 3-22 and 3-23) could be modified to
include the low thermal load footprint and additional discussion could be added to the text as
necessary,

2. The final EIS should show a preference for particular scenarios where multiple scenarios are
discussed.

. 3. Since the draft EIS 18 based on the prelirninary design concept, the final EIS. if based on a later design,

should stats the difference or it should state that a Supplemental EIS would be prepared if the later
more mature design significantly changes the analysis.

4. There are several problems where words state that 3 figure or table shows something that it doesn't, as
noted below:

a  Page R-7 — the texi in the second Wllet gives differenr (and Iowear) ranges for the number of waste
packages than the totals for each category in referencsd Table 8-34 (page 8-60).

b. Page 8-74, activity 2 — this description incorrectly states that Figure 8-3 (page 8-11) shows the

locations of underground puclear tests; the location of the nuclear and high explosive test zones
are, however, shown on Figure 3-2 (page 3-8).

The CAP appreciates the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft EIS for o Geologic Repository

for the Disposal of SNF and High-Level Radicactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye County, Nevada. IF
you have any questions, pleasc call me ar 865-483-1353.

Sincarely,

Trtgr) & Moo e
Norman A, Mulvenon
Chair, LOC Citizens’ Advisory Panel

c¢; LOC document registry
Earl Leming, Director, 1DEC LOE-O
Bill Richardsori, Secretary of Energy
Representative Zach Wamp
Representative John J. Duncan, Jr.
Representative Van Hilleary
Senator Bill Frist
Senator Fred Thompson
Vice President Al Gore
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